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tempted to squeeze out of existence the garret-masters, as they were
called, by prosecuting curriers under an Act of James I, 'for executing
the trade of a shoe-maker by cutting leather*. They followed this up by
bringing forward a Bill in 1738 intended to prevent all but the shoe-
makers from cutting leather.126 .
It is plain that the drift of the rich shoe-makers is to engross the business of
shoe-making in the hands of a few [runs the Case of the Middling and Poorer
Sort of Master Shoemakers] to the prejudice not only of the publick, but of
thousands of their own trade, who will, in all likelihood, be under the neces-
sity of leaving their families to their respective parishes, to travel foreign
countries for bread, to the great detriment of the British nation.
The large masters failed to carry their point and both large and small
masters existed side by side. The latter in many cases were not masters
of the whole of their trade, and their business was a poor one, recruited
by parish apprentices and poor children. The organization of the
London trade is thus described by Coflyer in 1761:
The master shoe-makers in London keep shop and employ many workmen
and workwomen. Some of them export great quantities to our Plantations,
both of shoes and boots, made in London and of those they contract for in
the country. The principal business of these shopkeepers and of their
journeymen and apprentices is cutting out shoes, delivering them to the
makers, receiving them when finished, fitting them on the feet of their
customers, and keeping their books: but it is usual and very necessary for an
apprentice before he is out of his time to spend a month or six weeks in
learning to make a shoe. These shopkeepers take from £10 or £20 with an
apprentice, who, when out of his time, may have from £15 or £20 and his
board by being a clicker, for by this name they call their journeymen who
work in their shops; or, with £100 he may set up a small shop. But some of
them employ several thousand pounds in the trade, and from small beginnings
raise great fortunes. The men who really make the shoes are considered as
journeymen, though they take apprentices. . . . The journeymen and the
women who bind the shoes and sew the quarters together when they are
made of silk, velvet, callimanco, etc., get but small wages. These journeymen
take about £5 with an apprentice, who when out of his time may get about
93. or i os. a week, or if he have a little money and some acquaintance, he may
set up as a chamber-master and work for his customers, -
As such a man had never learned to cut out shoes, want of skill as
well as want of capital drove him to buy from the leather-cutters, whose

